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Reflection on the EU, the U. S., and East Asia in
International Relations and Global Governance

Qing Xin

Introduction

Since the breakdown of the cold war dichotomy,
the process of globalization and the liberal inter-
national order (LIO) have been proceeding with a
speed fast than ever. The achievements of this
spread of liberal values and international coopera-
tion, however, are overshadowed by risks such as
1) different and even opposing stances of political
entities towards international affairs and world
trade, and 2) the rising tide of populism world-
widely that is undermining the LIO. This essay
aims to elaborate on the two aforementioned
risks, in terms of what they are and how they are
impacting global governance in the context of the
EU, the U.S. and East Asia, supplemented with a
critical inquiry regarding the cause of the disinte-

gration of LIO 2.1 and world politics in general.

Opposing Stances towards Global Governance
and World Trade

The core concept defining the EU’s place and role
in global governance is what Duchene terms as
“civilian power,” aiming at civilizing international
cooperation, ceding the disruptive forces of sov-
ereignty, spreading the liberal norms, and safe-
guarding a rule-bound international system. The
main resort to achieve goals listed above is to up-
hold liberal values e.g. human rights, rule of law,
free and open trade, multilateralism, democracy,

etc. and promote them through international eco-
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nomic activities (Smith & Youngs, 2018). Never-
theless, the unavoidable interdependence deep-
ened through the everincreasing transnational
trades and cooperation have in fact handicapped
the EU's strive for LIO, as it constantly poses the
EU with tradeoffs between economic stability and
sticking to their principles; such is evident in the
case of the apparent undemocratic annexation of
Crimea by Russia and the dilemma of curtailing
Chinese foreign investment in the EU member
states. Therefore, the EU’'s commitment to liberal-
ism is, to certain degree, believed to be contin-
gent and selective (Smith & Youngs, 2018).

Japan, by the same token, has been proposing the
liberal principles in global governance, as its eco-
nomics and politics benefit from the security and
free trade guaranteed by the free, open, and pow-
erful international system. It has taken active roles
in international peacekeeping operations, foster-
ing regional economic and developmental coop-
eration in the Southeast Asian, and supporting
international organizations such as WTO and (CP)
TPP (Morii, 2019). However, it's not free from con-
flicts: With its three major East Asian neighbors,
Japan has been constantly haunted by the prolif-
eration crisis of DPRK, different interpretation of
history from that of ROK, and territorial disputes
with PRC; its aid and investment in African region,
embedded in its Free and Open Indo-Pacific Strat-
egy(2016) has also gone to conflicts and competi-
tion with Chinese influence in the same region
(Morii, 2019).

China, on the other hand, perceive the global gov-

ernance and current LIO from a different perspec-
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tive. Regarding itself as a rising developing power,
China has benefited from economic integration
and cooperation with multilateral organizations
ever since it started opening up its market in the
1980s, and, at the same time, complained about
the “underrepresentation” of developing coun-
tries, who didn't have a say in establishing the
current LIO, in negotiating international matters.
(Godement, 2017); as an alternative, China volun-
teers to play the leader of its developing peers in
striving a fairer, less westerndriven LIO (Swaine,
2016). While having these promising “win-win”
envision, China sticks to a different set of political
and economic values as its trading partners, and
therefore has been accused of “pick-andchoose”
—only in support of international rules that bene-
fit itself—being the “free-rider” on trade libera-
tionism and globalization, and disregarding the
principle of reciprocity (Godement, 2017), leading
to its emerging trade conflicts with many major
trading partners.

Due to its ambiguous “socialist market economy,”
which still show sign of strong top-down planning
and indirect yet still influential intervention and
direction of the CPC onto the private sectors
(Maull, 2019), China'’s foreign investment has been
tainted with intransparency and minglement of
political ideology and economic activities. One of
its two major initiatives, Belt and Road Initiative
(BRI) has been accused of cheating poor develop-
ing countries with cheap credits that they can't
maintain or digest, which end up being a “debt
trap,” whereby Chinese entrepreneurships take

control of the constructions and the countries in
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debt have to continue its economic and political
tie with China (Schmidt, 2019). On the other hand,
the Made in China 2025 (MIC 2025) agenda and
asserted violation of intellectual property laws
have also stirred concerns among the current
manufacturers of cutting-edge technology like
Germany and Japan. As a result, the EU has ended
its “Naivete” with China and called for protections
for its cutting-edge and important companies
through investment screening (Gottwald, 2019).
These cases aside, the most direct and impactful
confrontation the ever-growing China has right
now is the ongoing trade war with the U.S., who

still hangs on to be the leader of the LIO 2.1.

The U.S., Rising Populism, and Diminishing LIO 2.7
The U.S. is definitely not just famous for raising
tariffs or banning Huawei against China; it's has
been and probably will still be the most significant
actor in the evolution of LIO 2.1. Ever since the
collapse of USSR, the former liberal camp has sur-
vived the trials and turmoil in the early 1990s and
finally consolidated under the lead of the U.S, af-
ter which it gradually expanded and assimilated
many former communist regimes. However, quick-
ly following the apogee at the turn of the 21st
Century, LIO 2.1 has undergone accelerating disin-
tegration and transformation, resulting directly
from the powershifts within the leading liberal
powers, namely the U.S. and changing stances
and foreign policies of emerging powers such as
China (Schmidt, 2019). Donald Trump, who won
the office in 2016, seems just to exacerbate the

crisis of LIO 2.1 with his protectionist and isola-
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tionist foreign policies, resurging populism backed
up by his “tweets,” antagonistic attitude towards
multilateral cooperation, and more concretely:
leaving Paris Agreement, withdrawing TPP, and un-
dermining the power of WTO (Maull, 2019: 2).
However, if one looks at the broader picture, pop-
ulism is not only booming in the U.S.: Brexit in the
U.K., powershifts in South and East Europe, Brazil,
etc. are all evidences that a global-wise backlash
of conservative forces is ongoing, which leads to
what Maull (2019: 2) terms as a “synchronous fail-
ure” of international order, with the supply-
demand gap of governance widening at all levels.
The most important variable that have caused the
disintegration, as Maull argues, is the dynamic na-
ture of technological advancement, eg. info-
technology, bioengineering, and geoengineering,
which could be a make-orbreak—either pointing a
way out, or further complicating the status quo—
of the current international order. So here come
the questions: is technology the ultimate cause of
the resurging populism? Can technology fix our
problems this time?

As stated elsewhere, populism is not a newly
emerged phenomenon but instead a backlash, or
a "revolt” as W. R. Mead (2017) refers to, against
something else. In his “The Jacksonian Revolt,”
Mead points out that populism gained momen-
tum through fears of immigrants and gun control,
through detachment from various social move-
ments—woman empowerment, LGBTQ+, BLM, etc.
—through distaste of identity politics, and through
mistrust of scholars and elites. Establishment, pro-

gressive movements, and everything else that's
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called “political correctness” have ironically fos-
tered a stronger wave of disruptive force among a
larger patio of the population (Mead, 2017). Mass
media, internet, and portable electronic devices
have definitely fostered the debates and helped
spread “fake news” and “breaking news,” but all
topics that the liberals and the conservatives are
contesting are still the same old problems that
have been hidden in the flawed democratic sys-
tems for ages. With or without the info-tech hu-
man society possess today, these social issues will
be brought on to table—it's just a matter of time
while technology acts as catalyst.

The answer to the second question may be
gloomier. Technology is not just tools: the inven-
tion of automobile not only allow human to travel
farther, but also brought tremendous changes in
perception of distance and the dimension of hu-
man life in general, and legal, ethical debates re-
garding casualties caused by the wheels; the in-
vention of TV has not only brought entertainment,
but also brought the demise of paperbacks and
serious, logical conversation, and have changed
the traits of participatory politics and religions
(Postman, 1986). All the ongoing research human
society anticipate to make use of in the following
decades are very likely to bring even more politi-
cal, cultural, ethical controversies along and thus
further paralyze the malfunctioning international
systems. In the realm of info-tech and computer
science alone, major powers such as China and the
US. have had conflicting principles regarding
cyber security and cyber sovereignty already; on

bioengineering, the possibilities of regenerative
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therapies, the iPS cell, the genetic editing tech-
niques have exacerbated the debates of "human
rights” and fear of further polarization of the soci-
ety beyond the imagination of policy makers and
religion leaders, and the lack of consensus on reg-
ulatory laws have resulted in enough critics on the
scientific forums; in the field of geoengineering—
which is believed by many to be the last resort to
save humanity from the warming earth—have
been progressing slowly due to the malfunction
and impotence of nascent international science-
policy interfaces such as IPCC, itself struggling with
systematic issues such as underrepresentation,
lack of political neutrality, lack of consensus, lack
of willingness of implementation among the stake-
holders involved, and so on—all of which have
been haunting many other international, trans-
boundary organizations like the UN and WTO for
ages. To open up new possibilities of science and
technology, the policy makers and the public must
examine first whether the fragile legal, ethical
frameworks and stagnant international institutions
are ready for the challenges ahead. Is it really a
wise choice to open a new Pandora’s box while a
trade war between two states alone are so disas-

trous and hard to settle?
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