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The Czech Liberals and their Concept of “Nation”
in the Mid-Nineteenth Century

Yuko Kiryu

This paper aims to analyze the concept of “nation” as perceived by the Czech liberals, the
leaders of the Czech national movement under the Habsburg monarchy during the 1848-49
revolution.

Nation and nationalism have been the major themes in Habsburg historiography. For
a long time, research on nation and nationalism under the Habsburg monarchy has been
dominated by a primordial understanding of the concept of nation. In recent years, however,
a new approach to the nation and nationalism issue has emerged. In contrast to the primordial
understanding of the concept of nation, this approach focuses on the modernity of a nation and
investigates how a modern nation is “constructed” in the process of modernization, namely,
through political, economic, and social transformations, which accompany the gradual
dissolution of the feudal system. Nonetheless, such a novel approach is still in its infancy
and there remain many issues to be examined. In comparison with research on the German
national movement—one of the most active national movements in the Habsburg monarchy
that was propelled forward by Pieter Judson’s seminal work on the German liberals—research
from a new perspective on its counterpart, namely, the Czech national movement, still shows
evidence of some shortcomings.

This paper examines the Czech liberals’ concept of nation during the 1848—1849 revolu-
tion, during which they utilized the important political stage that the revolution provided to
focus on the relation between their concept of nation and modernization, and to try and adopt
a new perspective in order to promote research on the Czech liberals and the Czech national
movement.
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