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Oscar Jaszi’s ‘Danubian Cultural Alliance’ Plan and
Reorganization of Central Europe at the Beginning of the 1920s

Noriko Tsujikawa

Oscar Jaszi (Jaszi Oszkar) was a leading figure of the progressive intellectuals, among
whom there were some socialists in Budapest at the turn of the 20" century. The progressive
or socialist intellectuals participated in the republican revolution of October 1918 and/or the
communist revolution of March 1919, and then fled Hungary in the fear of the counter-revo-
lution after the communist regime collapsed. Jaszi became their virtual leader and tried to
overthrow the counter-revolutionary Horthy regime.

However, the Hungarian exiles became isolated in 1921. Moreover, the anti-Horthy acti-
vities of Jaszi and his colleagues did not sufficiently influence the domestic politics in
Hungary, where the traditional political force regained the leading position in the establish-
ment. The political force consisted mainly of noble families, based on the excessive land
ownership, which was, according to Jaszi, the basis of ‘feudalism.’

He also warned a military threat based on nationalism increasing in the Danubian area.
In October of 1921, the last Hungarian King returned to Hungary and attempted to lead the
coup with paramilitary groups of radical nationalists. The neighbouring countries,
Czechoslovakia, Romania and Yugoslavia, objected strongly, menacing Hungary with their
militant threat. After the coup attempt was settled, Jaszi met with the leading figure of
Czechoslovakia. All of them accepted the military pressure on Hungary.

With the situation going from bad to worse, Jaszi reinforced his political activities. The
watershed was the editorial meeting of Hungarian Newspaper of Vienna on June 15" 1921.
From then on he took charge of the management of the newspaper. According to one of his
letters, Jaszi expected the newspaper to grow up to be a reformist organization of the exiled
intellectuals based on non-Marxist socialism, adequately influencing the ethnic Magyars
living outside the borderline of Hungary. His many articles showed his belief that the political
and economic ‘democratization” of Hungary would defeat ‘feudalism’ and the Horthy coun-
ter-revolutionary regime and would prevent Hungary from asserting revisionism and conflic-
ting with the neighbouring countries. He also insisted that the ethnic Magyars detached from
Hungary after the war (WWI) should accept ‘democracy,” be never misled by revisionism,
and never conflict with the government of the country they were living in. Jaszi identified
themselves as ‘Octobrists,” the main driving force for realizing these conditions.

On December 25" 1921, Jaszi wrote an article in The Hungarian Newspaper of Vienna,
‘The Future of the Danubian Confederation,” in which he propounded ‘the Danubian Cultural
Alliance.’ In this article, Jaszi defined ‘culture’ not only as what is unique to each nation, for
instance language. He asserted that cultures of different nations had something in common.
The commonality was ‘democracy.” He discussed ‘democracy’ as one of the ‘universal rights’
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which were based on reason, and lay at the foundation of Western modern civil society. He
critically regarded soldiers, capitalists and civil servants as a group pursuing their own profits,
and set them strongly against the people, who would be a driving force for social reformation
if appropriately conducted. He attempted to establish an enlightening network to the
Danubian peoples based on ‘democracy’ beyond borders of states. He counter-posed the acti-
vities of the Cultural Alliance against nationalism of Hungary and the neighbouring countries.
Because he admitted that the political and economic problems were actually hard to solve, he
seemed to have accepted the political framework in Central Europe after WWI. He also
expressed his own political uniqueness (the distinction between Horthy regime and theirs.)
His endeavour to restructure and reunite this region ‘democratically’ as a leader of the
peoples remained even after his exile.

However, Jaszi’s concept of the ‘Danubian Cultural Alliance’ did not have influence on
the real politics. Because he did not demand the revision of the border demarcated after the
war, strong objection from the ethnic Magyars living outside Hungary was inevitable.
Furthermore, the neighbouring countries associated his idea with the revisionism of Hungary,
because Jaszi virtually assumed the historical territory of Hungary as the area of activities of
the Cultural Alliance and emphasized that the ethnic Magyars outside the border of Hungary
were a key element of their regional cooperation. Therefore, his proposal was supported by
neither the ethnic Magyars outside Hungary nor the neighbouring countries. Besides, the
international situations increasingly worsened for ‘Octobrists’, and finally failed his attempt
to organize an international anti-Horthy network.
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