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Conflict Prevention of the European Union

Takako UETA

As is widely acknowledged, the European Union itself is a “peace project,” which
has created a legal-based supra-national entity and has made wars between France
and Germany impossible. Not only did it terminate the Franco-German conflict, but
it also created a “security community,” in which member countries no longer launch
wars against each other.

On the occasion of eastward enlargement, economic and political conditions,
“Copenhagen criteria” were set. Candidate countries are requested to meet the
following economic and political conditions: “be a stable democracy, respecting
human rights, the rule of law, and the protection of minorities; have a functioning
market economy; adopt the common rules, standards and policies that make up the
body of EU law.” The acceding countries should practice Western-style democracy
on which the Union is based. In other words, the member states of the EU will never
fight a war among themselves since they share the same values such as democracy, the
rule of law, and respect for human rights and fundamental freedoms.

The EU’s target has has been defined as conflict prevention and crisis management
outside its borders, including its new neighbourhood policy, “Wider Europe,” which
encompasses Ukraine, Belarus, Moldova, Russia and Mediterranean neighbours.
This article depicts the development of conflict prevention of the EU. In April 2001,
the European Commission launched “Communication from the Commission on
Conflict Prevention.” Under the Swedish Presidency, the “EU Programme for the
Prevention of Violent Conflicts” was adopted and its implementation started. The
European security strategy paper, “A Secure Europe in a Better World,” which was
submitted by Mr.Solana, EU High Representative for the CFSP, and adopted by the
European Council in December 2003, attached importance to conflict prevention.
The EU is to mobilize all its instruments including the first pillar for the purpose of
conflict prevention. The European Commission has developed its own instruments
such as a “Check list for root-causes of conflict.”

The Draft Constitution referred to conflict prevention as one of the objectives of
the EU’s external actions. For the purpose of efficient conflict prevention, inter-pillar
coordination and closer practical links between conflict prevention and crisis manage-
ment will be required.



