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Resume

Mortgage Problem and Social Movements' Penetration into

Parliamentary Government in Spain: From the “Platform for People

Affected by Mortgages” to the Barcelona City Council

This article is to show how the mortgage problem in Spain was
becoming so serious that has made social movements penetrate
into parliamentary govertment like a election victory of Ada
Colau, the ex-spokesman of “Platform for People Affected by
Mortgages”, in the Mayor's Office of the Barcelona city. This has
been done by examining several points of view which are shared
by activists and people who participate in social movements.
First, it is clear that two largest parties, “People's Party” and
“Spanish Socialist Workers' Party”, had made the housing bubble
enacting laws that are tipyfied by the “land law”. On the other
hand, combined with some negative legacy of dictatorship, the
bubble bred many grafts and corruptions. These facts were related
to distrust of the two major parties, which has been lasting up to
now.

Second, it can be pointed out that the deduction of housing loan
and the absence of accesible rental houses served as incentives to
get a housing loan. These incentives make people feel that they
had no choice but to take out a loan to buy a house. Furthermore,
the contracting practices and some contents of contract had
serious problems such as “crossed mortgage”, “part-owner” and
“ground clause”. In the economic crisis, these problems created an
“eternal debt” that drove people to despair, to participate in social
moviments represented by the “Platform for People Affected by
Mortgages”

Third, confronted with such difficult situations, the “Platform for
People Affected by Mortgages” mobilizes people to negociate
with banks, to stop evictions. This movement even carried out
the presentation of a “Popular Legislative Initiative” by which it
could be possible to change laws. However, the government made
crucial alterations in the iniciative. After the alterations, social
moviments keenly realized the difficulty of changing situations
from outside. Under these circumstances, Ada Colau started up a
new platform for the municipal election in Barcelona, which has

won in May, 2015.

Tomohiro Ikeda

Upon examination of these elements, it becomes clear that Colau’s
penetration in the parliamentary government has arisen from
the seriousness of the mortgage problem and the institutional
brocks of its solutions. Despite the fact that social moviments
in Spain kept a distance from parliamentary government, these
penetrations into the government such as the “Barcelona In
Common” and “Podemos” are one of the characteristic trends in

Spanish politics of today.



